STATE OF INDIANA) 

                              SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY  )

County Council President Les Harding called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, April 7, 2003, in the Commissioners’ Court Room at the Clay County Indiana Courthouse at 6:00 P.M.  Council members present were Les Harding, Mike McCullough, Warren Stevenson, Tony Dalton, Larry Moss, Mark L. Dierdorf, and Rita Rothrock.

President Harding led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag Of the United States of America and Mr. Stevenson led the meeting in prayer.  Auditor Joseph Dierdorf made a record of the proceedings, to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS:

The following was read in its entirety:

COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Aye
Nay

GENERAL

Treasurer

Tax Statements
   1,000.00

    7            

NEW JAIL CONSTRUCTION 
Professional Services/Site Preparation
20,000.00

     7            
Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 7th day of April, 2003, by the following AYE and NAY vote:
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ATTEST:
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Clay County Auditor

It was announced that the extra funds requested for the tax statements for the Treasurer’s office was due to an increase in the printing costs.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the appropriation.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

Commissioner’s President David Parr explained that the size of this request for new jail construction was to prevent coming to the Council every time a need arose in the initial planning phase of the proposed new jail.  This request was a suggestion of the Jail Advisory Board.  The expenditure of the funds are to be used primarily for, but not limited to, site preparation and professional services.  The general usage of the funds was defined by the Council previously when they passed the ordinance allowing the use of funds from this account.  Only expenditures for the new jail project are allowed from this account.

Mr. Mark Dierdorf moved to allow the appropriation.  Mr. Stevenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE AMMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE 5-2003

AMENDED SALARY ORDINANCE

An Ordinance setting compensation for certain County Employees for the year of 2003.

Be it ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana as follows:

GENERAL


Courthouse



Health Department Custodian


$ 1,000.00 yearly
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This Ordinance was not presented at the March, 2003, meeting for passage along with the Additional Appropriation, which was approved at that meeting.

Mr. McCullough moved to allow the ordinance on first reading.  Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.

IN THE MATTER OF REASSESSMENT

County Assessor C.R. Boyd addressed the Council regarding the status of the current reassessment.  He stated that they have a contract for equalization of values with a company that they have worked with for years.  He mentioned that his office was encountering problems with the Plexis software they had changed to this year.

Mr. Harding stated that he understood that five counties in the state had completed the reassessment process.  He further asked how much of the process had been completed in Clay County.  Mr. Boyd indicated that most, if not all, of the agricultural and residential value data had been entered into the system.  He further indicated that they were having problems with commercial entries.

Mr. Stevenson asked about form 11’s.  Mr. Boyd responded that form 11’s would not be sent in Clay County.

Mr. Harding inquired about the County’s cash flow situation.  Mr. Joseph Dierdorf stated that the Auditor’s office would develop projected cash flow figures for the Council.

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OFFICES

Commissioner’s President David Parr addressed the request from the Superior Court regarding the renovation of the former Health Office space for use by the court and Phoenix Correction Services.  He informed the Council that the Commissioners had received a quote from Meneely Construction and that the Commissioners may well be approaching the Council for an additional appropriation in excess of $20,000 in the future to perform the renovation.

Commissioner Parr also stated that he was here to solicit ideas and feelings from the Council on this project.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Moss moved to adjourn.  Mr. Mark Dierdorf seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  President Harding adjourned the meeting.
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